
CERRO GORDO COUNTY faced a rea l  prob lem wi th  a  road in  
Tanglefoot ,  a  p ic turesque area on the south shore of  Iowa’s  Clear  Lake.  The 
narrow rock and d i r t  road was fu l l  o f  potho les and presented chronic  dra inage 
problems.  To add to  the d i f f icu l ty,  the road was crowded wi th  t rees,  mai l  boxes 
and dr iveways,  and prov ided the on ly  means of  egress for  the homeowners.

Hear t land Asphal t  excavated more than 3,500 cubic  yards of  mater ia ls  f rom
the o ld  road bed,  which was rep laced by a lmost  1 ,800 tons of  base rock and 
1,400 tons of  asphal t .  Near ly  2 ,000 feet  o f
asphal t  beveled curb was insta l led to  he lp  
cont ro l  sur face water  dra inage.  Access for  
homeowners was mainta ined at  a l l  t imes.

County  personnel  and Hear t land
worked together  to  estab l ish the new

f in ish grade e levat ions.  By s lop ing 
the road to  the south (away f rom
the lake) ,  the prob lem of  ra in  water
f lowing in to  shore-s ide homes and

garages was e l iminated.  The pro ject  turned a poor ly-dra ined road
constant ly  needing repai r,  in to  a  smooth,  dry  and dust - f ree sur face at  a

f ract ion of  the cost  o f  o ther  methods of  rehabi l i ta t ion.

Heartland Asphalt
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asphalt construction 

company based 
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“...This project was 
a real challenge. 
But the county was 
able to work with
Heartland to over-
come the challenge...”

Jim Witt
Engineer      
Cerro Gordo County      

Asphalt beveled 
curb offers a 70% 
cost savings over 
PCC curb.


