
IN 1993, MASON CITY decided to  t ry  a  new method of  rehabi l i ta t ing 

concrete s t reets  ca l led ‘Crack and Seat ’ .  The process is  fast ,  economica l ,  

and a l lows the roadway to  remain open dur ing const ruct ion.  

The deter iorat ing Four th  St reet  f rontage road a long Highway 122 that

serves such bus inesses as Perk ins and Days Inn was chosen for  the new 

process.  Us ing Crack and Seat ,  w i th  a  hot  mix  asphal t  over lay,  the 1200-

foot  sect ion,  deter iorat ing due to  s t ructura l  fa i lures and fau l t ing,  was 

reconst ructed.        

F ive years la ter  a  few ref lect ive cracks 

appeared in  the sur face and these were 

routed and f i l led wi th  an e lastomer ic  hot  

pour  sealant .  The number  of  cracks were 

about  one f i f th  o f  what  would normal ly

have appeared in  a  convent ional  PCC

over lay.

To date th is  is  the on ly  maintenance 

needed on th is  sect ion of  f rontage road,  and af ter  ten years the sur face 

is  as smooth as the day i t  went  down.

Heartland Asphalt

is a full service 

asphalt construction 

company based 

in Mason City, IA.

Heartland Asphalt

serves a 15 county 

area in North Central

Iowa building quality

Hot Mix Asphalt

pavements for state,

county, municipal,

commercial, and 

private customers. 

Our capabilities

include design 

layout, excavation, 

base preparation,

construction of 

new pavements, 

as well as,

rehabilitation 

and 

maintenance 

of existing

pavements.
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“...Considering the
amount of traffic,
the road surface
has stood up very
well.”

Dirk Jablonski
City  Engineer
Mason Ci ty

Crack and Seat Method 
saved 40% of the cost of 
PCC reconstruction and took
only 3 days to complete.


