
IN 1990 CERRO GORDO COUNTY, with the cooperat ion of  

Mason Ci ty  and Clear  Lake,  developed a f ive mi le  recreat ion t ra i l  between the two

ci t ies .  Af ter  12 years of  near ly  year-around use by walkers ,  runners,  b ikers ,  and

ro l lerb laders,  the low maintenance asphal t  sur face is  in  near-new condi t ion.

Hear t land Asphal t  const ructed the $270,000 pro ject  a long the south s ide of  

Highway 106.  The o ld  e lect r ic  t ro l ley  t racks sk i r t  the h ighway on the nor th  s ide,

prov id ing an appropr ia te  name for  the t ra i l .

The t ra i l  was const ructed on the d i tch fores lope 

adjacent  to  the ex is t ing granular  shoulder.  The fore-

s lope was benched to  the proper  e levat ion and a 3- inch

hot  mix  asphal t  base and a 1.5- inch hot  mix

asphal t  sur face were p laced in  two l i f ts  

over  the compacted d i r t  subgrade.  The 

fu l l  depth asphal t  des ign made up the

typ ica l  t ra i l  c ross-sect ion.   

To date,  the on ly  maintenance has been to  f i l l  a  few thermal  cracks

caused by f reeze/ thaw condi t ions.  The fu l l  depth pavement  is  in  excel lent

shape and should cont inue to  prov ide recreat ional  oppor tun i t ies  for  many

years to  come.  
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“...The much 
used Trolley Trail
has stood up
remarkably well.”

Fred Heinz
Cerro Gordo County
Conservat ion Commiss ionAsphalt provides the

smoothest surface with 
no joints for recreational 
trail uses.


